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Philosophy / Thought Experiments 

 

These questions are intended to accompany the article ‘Thought Experiments’ from Scientific American. 

 

 

1. Please summarize the main point of the article in 1-2 sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the key idea underpinning experimental philosophy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In the second to last paragraph on page 58, I scribbled in the word “affecting” over the article word 

“changing”, so suggest that the hand-written word might be a better word-choice than the articles printed one.  

To change that one words means to change the potential meaning of that sentence’s point.  Explain how that 

single word-choice change would change the meaning of the sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. On page 59, the author writes “Campus radicals of various stripes often suggest that there is no single moral 

truth and that morality is always fundamentally relative; more conservative thinkers often insist on the 

existence of objective moral truths.”  To what extent to you believe there can be an objective truth?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What questions does this article arise for you?  Be prepared to bring these to the discussion. 


