
Israel-Palestinian Conflict 

 

 
Commonly believed but untrue myths 

o The conflict is too complex to possibly understand 

o The conflict is all about religion 

o Theyôve been fighting for many centuries 

o The Jews are evil 

o The Arabs/Palestinians are evil 

o Palestine once existed as its own country 

o Europe created Israel to apologize for the Holocaust.   

è This idea has two parts: (1) Europe created Israel, and thus that Israel is an 

extension of European colonialism, and (2) Israelôs creation was a response to the 

Holocaust. 

o Most Israeliôs and Palestinians hate everyone on the other side 

o The United States could force Israel to end the conflict if it wanted. 

o A Palestinian Gandhi could bring peace 

o Hamas is an agent of good intention, akin to militant civil rights groups (like the Black 

Panthers) of the American 1960s 

o Things are basically peaceful during periods of relative calm. 

o Israel is explicitly seeking Palestinianôs total destruction 

 

 

These are all untrue 



Some political-geographyé 

 

ñShatterbelt Regionò ï  

ü An area of instability between regions with opposing political and cultural values. 

ü A land bridge which connects multiple continental regions 

 Modern interpretation (conflict specific): ña large, strategically located region 

that is occupied by a number of conflicting states and is caught between the 

conflicting interests of adjoining great powersò             Saul Cohen, PhD, 1964 

 



Looking through a Historical Lens to c.1890 

It is important to consider the collective experiences on both sides, and how those 

shape their views 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coexistence amid 

Conquering Empires 

 

 

 

o Antisemitic laws 

o Crusades 

o Spanish Inquisition 

o Pogroms 

o Impact of óProtocols of the 

Elders of Zionô 

o Eliminationist antisemitism 

 

o Egyptians 

o Assyrians 

o Persians (Iraq) 

o Mongols / Genghis Khan 

o Romans 

o Holy Roman Empire 

o Crusaders 

o Ottoman Empire 

o French 

o British 

Arab Experience 
Arabs remain, subject to whomever 

the conquering power is 

 

Arabs are nomadic, Jews are village dwellers 

Jews had a kingdom governed under Jewish 

law c.1020 BCE through 70 CE 

Coexistence 

Some Jews 

will remain 

in the land 

and mark a 

continuous 

presence 

there, notably 

in Jerusalem 

and Tiberius.  

They are not 

part of the 

Diaspora 

Jewish Diaspora 
Most Jews forced to leave, 

relocate to far corners of 

known world 

Jewish Experience 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arabs remain in the region, while Jews 

start to steadily (but slowly) increase their 

population there 

Arab Experience 
Arabs remain in the region, subject to 

whomever the conquering power is 

Jewish Experience 
Still in the Diaspora, Jews have made their 

way to the Pale of Settlement 

Conquering 

powers of 

1890-1914:  
o Ottoman Empire 

o French 

o British 

Antisemitic 

persecution 

continues 

in the 

European 

places they 

reside 

 

è Why?  Increased 

immigration of 

European Jews in 

response to Zionist 

ideology. 

è Jews purchase land in 

Palestine from 

Ottoman and 

individual Arab land 

holders. 

è Jews establish 

agricultural 

settlements, called 

ñkibbutzò 

 

Arab-Jewish 

tensions begin to 

emerge  

Note: 

ñPalestineò has 

NEVER existed as a 

sovereign entity, 

state, or country.  

The region referred 

to as Palestine 

comes from a name 

the ancient Romanôs 

placed on this land 

as an administrative 

region  

The first of 

six Aliyahôs 

begins in 

1882: a 

migration of 

Jews back to 

Eretz Israel  

 

 

o Born 1860-1904.  

Died of heart issue 

at age 44 

o Studies law, 

journalism and 

literature 

o He gave a concrete 

platform and 

framework to 

political Zionism 

o Aliyah : Advocated 

for Jews with any 

skills to return to 

ñEretz Israelò (land 

of Israel)é 

   Note: he does not  

     specify to where 

Theodore Herzl  



A comment about Zionismé 

 

Zionist dreamers of the 1800s and 1900s were motivated to 

build a Jewish state by the realization that their neighbors in 

an ñenlightenedò Europe were incubating a hatred so 

dangerous it could lead to their genocide. 

Antisemitism, intolerance, unacceptance and imposed 

ñothernessò defined their past two thousand years 

ñAt the heart of this Zionism is the security of having at least 

one place in the world that never closes its doors to displaced 

and oppressed Jews.ò 

 
For Jews ï Zionism is the belief that Jews have the right to self-                     

                  governance in their historical homeland. 

To some (today) ï Zionism is viewed as a settler-colonialist Jewish  

supremist movement akin to Nazism and dedicated 

to the displacement of Palestinians.    WRONG 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

US Library of Congress 

Poster from 1919                                     ñHelp him build Palestineò 



World War I 

è Ottoman Empire was Muslim 

è Role of Jews and Arabs in the war é.. 

è WWIôs victors treated the Middle East as spoils of war 

 

Balfour Declaration, 1917 

è Stated the government of Britain supported the 

establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine. 

è Seems to compete with British statements in the 

McMahon-Hussein correspondence (1915-1916), 

which supported Arab sovereignty in greater Syria. 
è T. E. Lawrence 1888 ï 1935   (Lawrence of Arabia) 

è Helped Arabs in revolt, WWI 

è Able to motivate Arab tribesmen, promote Arab nationalism 

(previously only tribal identity) 

è Had a role in the McMahon-Hussein 

correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wadi Rum, Jordan 



Sykes-Picot Agreement, 1916  

(Britain, France, Russia secret agreement) 

è Divided land of the Middle East in 

anticipation of an Ottoman loss in 

World War I 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The agreement is seen by many as a turning point in Western and Arab relations.  

è It reneged upon the UK's promises to Arabs regarding a national Arab homeland 

in the area of Greater Syria in exchange for supporting the British against the 

Ottoman Empire.                                      *Revealed by Russiaôs Bolshevik government 
Since Arabs were promised land in greater Syria, 

but the French ï not the British ï administer that 

land, Arabs figured they were taken advantage of. 

RED ï British control 

PINK  ï British influence 

DARK BLUE  ï French Control 

BLUE  ï French Influence 

GREEN ï Russian control 

PURPLE ï International Zone 

Not on map: Turkey (Ottoman) 

is under Italian control 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McMahon%E2%80%93Hussein_Correspondence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Syria


British Mandate 1920-1947 

è Britain was granted a Mandate for 

Palestine in April 1920 at the San 

Remo Conference, and, in July 

1922, this mandate was approved 

by the League of Nations 
*Note: ñPalestineò is referred to  

  administratively here, not as a nation 

 

 

 
1925 map 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Modern map 



Sampling of key grievances/moments/rallying cries 

(Consider the narrative these encourage) 

 

ü Hebron Massacre, 1929 

è Killing of 67 Jews in August 

1929, by Arabs incited to 

violence by false rumors that 

Jews were massacring 

Muslims in Jerusalem and 

were planning to attack the 

al-Aqsa Mosque. 

è In the Zionist narrative, this event becomes a central symbol of Jewish 

persecution at the hands of Arabs 

 

ü Safed Massacre, 1929 

è A series of demonstrations/riots in which a longstanding dispute between 

Muslims and Jews over access to the Western Wall in Jerusalem escalate 

into violence. 

è 133 Jews and 116 Arabs killed 

è 174 Arabs and 109 Jews charged with murder, 40% of Arabs and  

3 % of Jews convicted 

× The British Shaw Commission placed blame on the Arabs. 

 



Arab Revolt 1936-1939 

è A nationalist uprising against British administration. 

è It consisted of political protest (strikes, protests) against British rule, Jewish-

farmed orchards were destroyed, and Jewish civilians murdered 

è The goals of the revolt were to shift British policy by limiting or ending 

large-scale Jewish immigration, to ban further land sales to Jews, and to 

enable Palestinians to establish their own national government 

 

The British White Paper, 1939 

è This was in response to Arab pressure during the Revolt.  It has three measures: 

1. Immigration quotas for Jews arriving in Palestine 

2. Restrictions on settlement and land sales to Jews 

3. Constitutional measures that would lead to a single state under Arab 

majority rule, with provisions to protect the rights of the Jewish minority. 

× The paper was rejected by the Arabs (felt it did not go far enough) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alliances of Jews and Arabs in World War II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arab leaders were aligned with Naziôs 

× Afghanistan ï claiming neutrality ï maintained infrastructure and trade agreements with 

the Axis powers 

× German and Italian counterintelligence efforts fueled anti-British resentments in British-

occupied Middle East 

× Saudi Arabia was on good terms with the Axis powers, and concluded an arms agreement 

with Germany on the eve of war.  (US will subsidize Saudi Arabia in an effort to sideline 

their engagement) 

× 1937, Naziôs send weapons to Arabs via Turkey 

× Since 1938, Nazi agents held several meetings with Arab leaders 

× 1941Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Hitler met to discuss how Arabs can help Germany 

è Note: the Grand Mufti did NOT introduce the idea of the Shoah/Holocaust, 

contrary to what Netanyahu said in 2015 

× Post-war, Naziôs fled to Arab lands to avoid justice. 

× Tens of Thousands of Muslims fought for the Nazis.  Why the alliance?  

è Arabs: (1) common antisemitism and retaliation for Zionism, (2) dislike of Nazi-enemy England 

è German: (1) better Muslims died than Germans; by 1941-1942 

the German military position had deteriorated.   (2) Arabs can 

challenge British control of the Middle East, (3) common 

adversary in the Jews  

 

Jews were aligned with 

Americans and British 
è Over 1.5 million Jews served in 

the armed forces 

è Many Jews have relatives who 

have migrated to the US and UK 

in prior generations 



Colonial legacy (borders) 

 

British abandoning their colonial territories 1945 ï 1948 

 

1932 ï Saudi Arabia 

1946 ï Syria / Jordan (Transjordan) 

1947 ï India / Pakistan 

1948 ï Israel / Palestine 



Why did the British leave the Mandate?  

o It became difficult to govern the land 

è Approaches of the (1) Hagenah (1920-1948, ñHagenahò means 

Defense. Organized to protect Jewish kibbutzim and resist attacks by 

Palestinian Arabs), and (2) Irgun (1931-1948, targeted Palestinian 

Arabs and British authorities, who were regarded as illegal conquerors) 

ü Note: Irgun is a fringe group, declared a terrorist organization by the US, UN and UK.  

Albert Einstein compared it to fascism and called it ñterrorist, right-wing, chauvinistò 

è Arab national sense of identity 

è The Jewish population had been attacked during the Arab Revolt, leading to the idea 

that the two populations could not be reconciled.   

o The British Commission concluded that the Mandate had become unworkable, and 

recommended partition into an Arab State linked to Transjordan, and a Jewish state. 

 

 

 

 

ñMomentum to create a Jewish homeland in Israel will be in spite of ï not because of ï the 

Holocaustò     Counterintuitively, the Holocaust will both justify Zionism and weaken the 

political case for Israel. 

 

The United Nations was intimately involved in the impact of the Shoah 

      Refugee resettlement, refugee camps in Europe 

 

UN vote to partition land:  33 for, 13 against, 10 abstentions 
 



War for Independence / War for Palestine 

               1948: A country of 3 million Jews came  

to control lands which contained nearly 2 

million Arabs 
Note: Egypt, Transjordan, Syria and Lebanon 

march on Haifa and Tel Aviv not to liberate 

Palestine, but to grab it.  The invasion was a 

textbook competitive power play by neighboring 

states intent on acquiring territory themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishment of Refugee Camps 

Aftermath of 1948 war ï 630,000 -

700,000 Palestinians fled or expelled. 
è Not allowed home not into neighboring 

Arab countries, settled in refugee camps. 



Right of Return 

 

 

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  
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è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

è  

Most Palestinian 

refugees claim a 

Palestinian ñright of 

returnò 

 

Their claim is based on 

Article 13 of the 

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, which 

declares ñEveryone has a 

right to leave any 

country, including his 

own, and return to his 

country.ò 
 

Issues: 

It has been argued the term only applies to 

citizens or nationals of that country.  (was 

Palestine ever a country?) 
 

Arab League members of the time (1948) 

voted against the Article 13 resolution. 

è Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, 

Syria, Yemen 

 

1949 Lausanne Conference: Israel offered to 

allow 100,000 refugees to return, though not 

necessarily to their homes. 

 

After the 1967 Six Day War, Israel offered 

Arabs in the newly occupied land citizenship 

(those who declined ï most ï were made 

ñpermanent residentsò).  But the opportunity 

was there, they say. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOST IMPORTANT ! 

When the two peoples were returned to the land together, their perspectives matter 

tremendously: 

 

 

To the Arabs       To the Jews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jews are the most recent in a 

long line (for thousand of years!) 

of conquerors, who have 

prevented the Arabs form having 

their own government. 

The Jews are returned to an 

ancestral homeland in which 

they are surrounded by Nazi 

sympathizers, in the wake of the 

Holocaust and at a time when 

many Nazi leaders fled into hiding. 



Estimates of post-wars population exchange 

 

 

Palestinians who fled Israel:  

ü (1948-1949 war) 700,000 - 800,000  

ü (1967 war) another 280,000 - 350,000  
è about 120k ï 170k of this number were also 1949 refugees from the 1948 war) 

× The number of living first generation refugees and descendants 

of all refugeeôs number over 4 million 

 

Jews who fled/expelled from Arab countries post-1949: 800,000 ï 1,000,000  

(Over 72% settle in Israel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ü Israel argues that this ï 

plus the Palestinian exodus 

ï represent a population 

exchange between Arab 

nations and Israel. 



Zionism continues post-independence 

(Core identity) 

 
Consider the messaging of Zionism 

  
 



The Suez Canal, and why it is important to global trade 

 

 
A 100-mile-long sea-level water passage.   

Today 8% of all global trade and 3% of all global energy supply go through the canal 

 



1956 Suez Crisis 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sinai 

Peninsula 

Situation preceding violence 

× Egypt was launching raids into Israel for a year 

× Egypt was blocking free sea navigation.  

è They had allowed passage in the canal, but 

reneged after the Americans and British 

refused to pay for construction of a dam 

they had promised 

 

Goals: 

× Israel wants to stop Egyptian aggression 

× Britain and France wanted to maintain colonial 

interests  

è Which was jeopardized by Egyptôs 
decision to nationalize the Suez Canal, 

which took ownership away from British 

and French 

 

What happened?  

× A joint Israel -British -French operation to 

take the Sinai Peninsula 

× US, USSR and UN align against Is-Fr-Eng. 

 

Outcome 

× Egypt emerged victorious (granted ownership 

of Suez Canal) 



1955-1967 

Soviet Union becomes Arabôs major arms supplier 

è Why? The rise of Arab nationalism (which replaced Islamism as the leading 

ideology) presented the USSR with an opportunity to establish constant relations 

with the Arab world, as the movement had anti-Western tendencies 

è In 1955, the USSR spearheaded the Egyptian-Czechoslovak arms deal. 

(Considered a turning point in the Cold War) 

è The USSR provided military and economic assistance to pro-Soviet states 

and exploited regional conflicts and rivalries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palestine Liberation Organization founded, 1964 

 

 

At its founding: 

× The PLO sought to establish an Arab state 

over the entire territory of the former British-

Mandate land  

× Advocated for the elimination of Israel 

× Its military wing openly engaged in violence 

against Israeli citizens, both within and 

outside Israel. 

è Armed struggle was the only option 

promoted in its charter; negotiation and 

diplomacy will not be added until 1993 

× US designates it as terrorist group in 1987 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founding 

 

Moderation (starting about 1993) 

o With the 1993 Peace accords, itôs 
position moderates. 

o The PLO becomes the 

internationally recognized 

representative of the Palestinian 

people. 

o Recognized Israeli sovereignty 

o Seeks statehood only withing the 

Palestinian territories (West Bank 

and Gaza Strip) 

o Despite this, it continued to engage 

in violence in the Intifadaôs 

 

Return to threatening posture (2018) 

o In 2018, the PLO Central Council 

suspended the Palestinian 

recognition of Israel, and halted 

all forms of security and 

economic cooperation with Israeli 

authorities until Israel recognizes a 

Palestinian state based on the pre-

1967 borders. 
 



1967 Six Day War 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation preceding violence 

× Soviet Intelligence gave 

erroneous information to 

Egypt suggesting that Israel 

was gathering troops on the 

Israeli-Syrian border 

× Egypt masses 100,000 

troops in the Sinai 

× Egypt expels the UN 

peacekeeping force 
 

Goals: 

× Israel perceives a national 

security threat on multiple 

fronts 
 

What happened?  

× Israel launched a 

preemptive strike against 

a coalition of Arab states 
 

Outcome 

× Israel gains the ñOccupied 
Territories 

× Israel offers citizenship to 

Arabs in Israel (most decline, 

get permanent residency instead)  



Note what happened to the refugee camps 

with acquisition of occupied territories 

 

 
1948                                    1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current (2022) 

location of 

Palestinian 

refugee camps 



What does domestic Israeli law say about non-citizens? 

 

 
The UN defines Palestinian refugees as people ñwhose normal place of residence was 

Palestineò between June 1, 1946 and May 15, 1948, and ñwho lost both home and means of 

livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict.ò 
 

 

Consider how the below informs perception/stereotypes, 

reflects prejudices and may create a double  

standard in society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel has given citizenship to Arabs 

who did not leave in 1948 (anyone 

who was in Israel-proper when the 

war ended in 1949 is citizenship-

eligible; not in the lands of the future 

occupied territories) 

è Arab citizens have the same legal 

rights as Jewish Israelis, but they 

tend to live in poorer cities, have 

less formal education, and face 

other challenges that some experts 

attribute to structural 

discrimination. 

è Today, nearly all Arab towns and 

cities have lower standards of 

living than those that are 

predominantly Jewish. 

o Jews (and children, grandparents, spouses) have a right to 

move to Israel and automatically gain citizenship.  Non-Jews 

do not have these rights. 

o Arab citizens do not have to serve in the IDF (they can enlist, 

but are stigmatized in their communities as a result)    Yet, 

not enlisting can significantly disadvantage them both 

socially and economically. 

o Permanent residency grants them many of the same rights as 

Israeli citizenship, including the ability to live, work, and 

travel freely within Israel, as well as access to health 

insurance and social services.  

o They do not get Israeli passports (many have Jordanian 

ones) and cannot vote in national elections. 

o They can lose their residency status and be deported if the 

Israeli government determines that East Jerusalem is no 

longer their primary residence or that they or a family 

member engage in anti-Israel or terrorist activities, or if they 

are convicted of terrorism.  (this evocation may be a forcible 

transfer, which is illegal under international law). 

https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees


How are Palestinian refugees treated by  

other Arab countries? 

 
 

Palestinian refugeesô rights and circumstances 

vary depending on where they live  
Consider how this absence of alternative paths locks the 

Palestinians into an increasingly desperate situation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are Palestinian refugees treated in Egypt? 

They are treated as an ñinvisible communityòéthey are not 

recognized as citizens nor refugees.  Once open laws were 

changed to remove Palestinianôs right to residency and 

exclude them from state services.  They are denied free 

education and health care, and work rights are restricted.  

Egypt prevents people from entering Egypt from Gaza. 

How are Palestinian refugees treated in 

Lebanon? 

They cannot gain citizenship and have 

very limited access to public health care, 

education or the formal economy.  70+ 

careers are forbidden to them (because 

they are not Lebanese citizens).  Over half 

live in refugee camps. 

Palestinians born there acquired access to 

some employment opportunities in recent 

years, but still face other roadblocks, such 

as isolation and restrictions on their right 

to work and own property. 
 

How are Palestinian refugees treated in Syria? 

Palestinian refugees have not been able to become 

citizens but have had access to employment, 

health care and education opportunities.  Only 

111k in camps.  Low unemployment, but all are 

subject to the authoritarian government laws.   

But the humanitarian situation for refugees there 

has been challenging since the 2011 civil war, 

with several camps being nearly destroyed and 

more than 120,000 Palestinians fleeing to other 

countries. 
 

How are Palestinian refugees treated in Jordan? 

Jordan held that Palestinians should have rights 

ñbasicallyò equal to citizens in host countries, 

Norman says. About three-quarters of Palestinians 

hosted there are Jordanian citizens and fairly 

integrated into its society and economy.   

Another 278k still live in camps. 

But Jordan has also tried to roll back some of 

Palestinian refugeesô rights (like revoking 

citizenship to thousands) 

How are Palestinian refugees treated 

in Saudi Arabia? 

240k Palestinians live in Saudi Arabia. 

Palestinians are the sole foreign group 

that cannot benefit from a 2004 law 

which entitles expatriates of all 

nationalities who have resided there for 

10 years to apply for citizenship. 

https://uprdoc.ohchr.org/uprweb/downloadfile.aspx?filename=8181&file=EnglishTranslation
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/20-09-28_lfo_context_protection_brief_2020_final83.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2023-08-29/syria-protests-spurred-by-economic-misery-stir-memories-of-the-2011-anti-government-uprising


Israeli Settlements 

 

 

What is the strategic purpose for building 

settlements in the Occupied Territories? 

è To provide an early-warning 

mechanism (Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is a 1 hour drive) 
They feel they are guarding the West 

Bank, and want to obstruct statehood 

 

Current status of West Bank settlements 

è As of January 2020, there are about 

130 government-approved 

settlements and 220 outposts, and 

100 unofficial ones, which are home 

to around 400,000 Israelis in the 

West Bank, with an additional 

200,000 Israelis residing in 12 

neighborhoods in East Jerusalem 

 

Note: while the government has 

dismantled some settlements, most 

remaining are funded by the government 



Israeli Settlements 

How the settlements impede the two-state solution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: the violence comes from extremist  

          settlers, who are the minority within 

          the settler population 

The most extreme Israeli settlements 

× The settlement of Yitzhar has a 

reputation as being among the 

most extreme settlers, and 

regularly clash with members of 

the Israeli security forces and 

local Palestinian civilians 

Israeli settlements control large areas 

of agricultural land in the West 

Bank, and due to bypass roads and 

the Israeli separation wall, a large 

number of Palestinian farmers are 

unable to access their land to plant 

and harvest crops 

Settler attacks pose a threat. 

× In 2020, settlers carried out 127 incursions into 

Palestinian villages where they wrote racist 

slogans against Arabs on 137 vehicles. 

 

× Settlements tap 

into the limited 

groundwater 

supply. 

Settler violence almost always goes 

unpunished. 

× From 2005-2022, 93% of 1,597 

investigations by Israeli police in 

cases where Israeliôs were said to 

have harmed Palestinians were 

closed without indictment.  Only 

3% led to conviction 



Old City of Jerusalem 

 

 
 

The Old City is a 0.9 square kilometer (.35 square mile) walled area within the city of 

Jerusalem and is home to several symbols of importance to Jewish, Christian and 

Muslim faiths.   

The city has been known to date to before the 11th Century BCE. 

 



1. WESTERN WALL  ï The holiest site for Jewish prayer, the Wall is the only 

remaining piece of the Temple destroyed in 70 CE in the first Jewish-Roman War 

2. LITTLE WALL  ï An extension of the Western Wall, it draws Orthodox Jews to 

prayer in an Arab neighborhood 

3. TEMPLE MOUNT  ï Site of the 1st and 2nd Jewish Temple and the ancient 

mountaintop from which Muhammad rose to heaven. 

4. CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE  ï Christian tradition says Jesus was 

crucified and buried, and then rose from the dead on this spot. 

5. TOWER OF DAVID  ï A Zionist icon, it is actually a 17th Century Mosque built on 

earlier ruins (these earlier ruins date back 2,000 years) 

6. MOUNT OF OLIVES  ï Where Jesus spent his last night before giving himself up 

for execution, and site of the old Jewish cemetery 

7. GETHSEMANE ï A plot of land where Jesus was betrayed and arrested (now 

owned by the Vatican) 

8. HASHOMALIM 

TUNNEL  ï The spite 

of riots in 1996, when 

archaeologists opened 

a passage under the 

temple mount. 

 

 

 



         Photos taken in 1990, 1992, 1996 or 1997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 El Asqa Mosque (Temple Mount) 



Photos taken in 1990, 1992, 1996 or 1997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Jerusalem  

(in the West Bank) 

 East Jerusalem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          Hebrew University, looking toward Jordan 



 Photos taken in 1990, 1992, 1996 or 1997 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



War of Attrition 1967-1970 

Israel v Egypt, Syria and Jordan 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                            90 miles 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           135 miles 

    

                                                                                                                25 miles 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     44 miles 

                                                                            198 miles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Two changes in the conflict dynamics: 

ü Arab side: Egypt puts in place the largest anti-aircraft  

                  system yet implemented in history 

ü Israelis: Golda Meir implements ñasymmetrical responseò,  

              wherein Israeli retaliation was disproportionately  

              large in comparison to any Egyptian attack. 

Situation preceding violence 

× Following the 1967 war, no 

serious diplomatic efforts 

were made to resolve things 

× 1967 Arab League Summit 

declares ñThree Noôs 

Policyò, barring peace, 

recognition or negotiation 

with Israel.  
 

Goals: 

× Initiated by Egypt to 

damage Israelôs morale and 

economy. 
 

What happened?  

× July 1 1967, Egyptian 

commandos attack. 

× Using Soviet assistance, 

Egypt bombs Israel, 

thinking only military 

intervention will compel 

world to get involved 
 

Outcome 

× Ends with a ceasefire 



Yom Kippur War, 1973 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yom Kippur War had far-reaching implications;  

ü The Arab world had experienced humiliation in the 

lopsided rout of the EgyptianïSyrianïJordanian 

alliance in 1967, but felt psychologically vindicated  

by early successes in the 1973 conflict.  

ü The Israelis recognized that, despite impressive 

operational and tactical achievements on the 

battlefield, there was no guarantee that they would 

always dominate the Arab states militarily, as  

they had done consistently 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan


Camp David Peace Accords, 1978 

Israel-Egypt Peace Agreement, 1979 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1977 

Anwar Sadat (Egypt) travels to Israel 
                                                                                                                       Menchem Begin     Jimmy Carter     Anwar Sadat 

 
                 

1978 

Camp David Peace Accords 

Both sides get: Cessation of the state of war which had existed since 1948. 

Israel gets: (1) Israel returns the entire Sinai Peninsula to Egypt 

(2) Free passage of Israeli ships through the Suez Canal 

(3) Egypt recognizes Israelôs right to exist 

Egypt gets: (1) end of Israeli military rule over occupied territories 

(2) Establishment of autonomy of Palestinian inhabitants of the territories 

 

Egypt continued to drift away from the USSR sphere of influence 
 



Assassination of Anwar Sadat 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reaction to the peace agreement with 

Israel was favorable among Egyptians, 

but it was rejected by the Muslim 

Brotherhood and Arabs who felt he has 

abandoned any effort at securing a 

Palestinian nation. 

Arab nations and the PLO strongly 

opposed his efforts to make a separate 

peace with Israel.  Consequentially, 

Egypt was suspended from the Arab 

League  

 

October 1981 

Militants (led by an Egyptian military 

officer) opened fire on Sadat during a 

parade, killing him. 
è The officer will be executed, and then 

declared a martyr by the Arab world 
 



1st Intifada of 1987-1993 

 

 

It began when an Israeli truck driver accidentally 

crashed his truck into a car, killing four Palestinians.    

Palestinians felt the accident was intentional 

       Graffiti, stone throwing, graffiti, throwing Molotov  

       cocktails, violence 

 

Israel responded by deploying 80,000 troops.   

è Israeli countermeasures ï which initially included 

use of live rounds (later plastic bullets) ï were seen 

as disproportionate by Human Rights Watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation preceding violence 

× There was a perception that 

the PLO was failing to 

achieve any kind of 

meaningful diplomatic 

situation to the Palestinian 

issue. 

 

What happened?  

× It began as a Palestinian 

uprising, particularly 

among the young, against 

the military occupation in 

the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip 

 
Ended with Oslo Accord 1993 

Intra-Palestinian violence occurred: 

o Executions of 822 Palestinians 

alleged to be Israeli collaborators 

 

Militants outside the Intifada control: 

o 100+ Israeli civilians killed, more 

than 1,400 Israeli civilians and 1,700 

soldiers wounded 



Gulf War 1990-1991 

 

 

× Defeat of Saddam Hussein was a devastating 

blow to the Palestinians. 

è Arafat had received $100 million from 

Saddam Hussein 

× Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf 

Arab monarchies expel 400,000 Palestinian 

refugees and withdraw financial support for the 

Palestinian cause. 

è Why? Arafat supported Saddam Hussein. 

è It was this political environment which 

allowed for the PLO to begin talks with 

the US and Israel 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Not violence within the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, but the 

outcome did have an impact 

nonetheless 

 

What happened? 

× Iraq invades neighboring 

Kuwait 

 

× UN / US-led international 

coalition expels Iraqis 

 

 



Oslo peace process 1993-2000 

è Large numbers of 

Palestinians reject the 

accords, regarding them as a 

ñPalestinian Versaillesò.  

Major issues were not 

resolved (like settlements, 

status of Jerusalem, right of 

return, etc) 

 

 

 
                                                                      
    Yitzhak Rabin          Bill Clinton          Yasser Arafat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resistance to the Oslo Accords was few, 

but could be heard from the right-wing of 

the political spectrum.  These people 

feared Rabin might attempt to give up the 

occupied territories and would withdraw 

from any ñJewishò land. 

 

November 1995 

Murdered by an Israeli law student and 

ultranationalist (later sentenced to life 

imprisonment) who opposed the terms of 

the Oslo Accords 



2nd Intifada of 2000 
 

   

 

Situation preceding violence 

× General unhappiness with the failure of the 

Camp David Summit (which was expected 

to reach final agreement on lasting peace). 
 

Trigger 

Aerial Sharon went on provocative visit to Al-

Aqsa compound.  The visit was peaceful, but 

demonstrations and riots followed hours later.   
 

Palestinians engaged in: 

Gunfights, Suicide Bombings, Stone throwing, 

Rocket attacks.  Children suicide bombers  
Amnesty International, "Palestinian armed groups 

have repeatedly shown total disregard for the 

most fundamental human rights, notably the right 

to life, by deliberately targeting Israeli civilians 

and by using Palestinian children in armed 

attacks. Children are susceptible to recruitment by 

manipulation or may be driven to join armed 

groups for a variety of reasons, including a desire 

to avenge those killed by the Israeli army." 
 

Israelis responded with gun, tanks, tear gas 
 

Ended with Sharm el-Sheikh Summit of 2005, 

(1) which affirmed ñRoadmap for Peaceò (2) 

cessation of hostilities, and (3) Israel agreed to 

release 900 prisoners 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amnesty_International


More images from the 2nd Intifada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
            Palestinian bus suicide bombing which  

killed 18 in Jerusalem, 2002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Palestinian stone throwers, 2003 

 



Al-Aqsa Martyrsô Brigades 

 

 

Emerging during the 2nd Intifada, this is a coalition of 

Palestinian armed groups. 

× Founded and led by Yasir Arafat 

Arafat was personally involved in planning and 

carrying out terror attacks. 

è With European money which was donated to 

the PLO for humanitarian purposes, Arafat 

redistributed to militant groups 

 

What did the Brigade do? 

o Use women and children to carry out terror attacks 

against Israeli citizens 
è Bomb caf®ôs, buses, bat mitzvah celebration, sniper attacks 

o Encourage suicide bombings 

o Establish close ties to Iran and Iraq  

o Saudi Arabia and Iraq financially supported the 

families of terrorists who dies fighting Israel.  

o Operates out of refugee camps and certain West Bank 

towns 
 

 

Why was it formed? 

They announced their separation 

from Fatah in 2007, after Fatah 

President Abbas announced a 

decree banning all armed militias. 



Security Wall / West Bank Barrier 

In June 2002, the Israeli cabinet decided to 

construct the Separation Barrier. The 

decision was made following a long string 

of attacks, including suicide-bombings ï 

perpetrated by Palestinians against 

Israelis.  
ü 440 miles 

ü Israeli position: The declared objective was 

preventing Palestinians without permits (ie, 

security threats) from entering Israel from the 

West Bank.  It is justified through its right of self-defense.  It follows much of the Green Line (the 

armistice line of the 1948 Arab-Israel War) 

ü Palestinian view: ñThe wall is to advance Israel's annexation policies and 

to refine its apartheid regime over the Palestinian people. It does not 

surround the occupied West Bank but rather cuts into the occupied 

territory, expanding Israel's theft of Palestinian land and resources.ò 

× United Nations report in 2005: ñit is difficult to overstate the 

humanitarian impact of the Barrier. The route inside the West Bank 

severs communities, people's access to services, livelihoods and 

religious and cultural amenities. In addition, plans for the Barrier's 

exact route and crossing points through it are often not fully revealed 

until days before construction commences.ò  This has led to 

considerable anxiety amongst Palestinians about how their future lives 

will be impacted. 

× Israel Supreme Court ï while holding the barrier legal ï has ordered 

its route change to minimize impact on Palestinians  



Hamas  

 

Hamas was founded in 1987, as part of the 1st Intifada 

It is committed to armed struggle and the destruction of Israel 

At the height of the peace process in the 1990s, Hamas launched scores of suicide 

bombings and other attacks that killed hundreds of Israeli civilians.  

The violence only intensified with the breakdown in peace talks and the far deadlier 2nd 

Palestinian Intifada in 2000. 

 

The Hamas government has seen only sporadic protests by its own residents over the 

years and has quickly and violently suppressed them. 

Gaza is plagued by poverty, but Hamas has no shortage of cash. 

è Where does it come from?  

Hamas has an investment portfolio of 

real estate and other assets worth $500 

million, say experts, and an annual 

military budget of as much as $350 

million.  

è Donations earmarked for civilians and 

redirected to weaponry. (Unemployment 

in Gaza is 47% and more than 80% of its 

population lives in poverty, according to 

the United Nations c.2023.) 
 



c.2003 Ariel Sharon (Prime Minister) proposed the Israeli disengagement from Gaza 

The Israeli military was withdrawn from Gaza, and 8,000 Jewish settlers were extracted 

By September 2005, the Israeli withdrawal was completed 

ü Why disengage?  A means to isolate Gaza and avoid international pressure to 

reach a political solution 

ü Even though Israel no longer has an occupying presence, the UN still considers 

Israel to be the de facto occupying power due to its control of Gazaôs borders, 

air space and territorial waters.  

 

 

2006 election surprise! 

ü Hamas government in the Gaza Strip 

ü Fatah government in the West Bank 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Hamasôs political victory, 

Israel and the US demand Hamas 

recognize all prior agreements 

including:  

(1) recognize Israelôs right to exist, 

(2) renounce violence.                                         

                                Hamas refuses. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Hamasôs refusal, 

they cut off aid to the 

Palestinian Authority 
 

 

 

 

 

October 2006: Fatah reaches out to Hamas 

to from a unity government.  Rejected. 

US and Israel try to undo the results of the 

elections by arming and training Fatah to 

overthrow Hamas in Gaza. 

By June 2007, Hamas took complete 

power in Gaza with violence over Fatah. 
 

 



West Bank (Fatah) v Gaza Strip (Hamas) leadership,  

in numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Israel-Lebanon Conflict, 2006 

 

 

Due to the unprecedented Iranian support for Hezbollah 

both before and during the war, some consider it the first 

round of the IranïIsrael proxy conflict, rather than a 

continuation of the ArabïIsraeli conflict 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation preceding violence 

× Hezbollah routinely 

launched cross-border raids. 
 

How did it start?  

× Hezbollah fighters fired 

rockets at Israeli border 

towns as a diversion for an 

anti-tank missile attack on 

two armored Humvees 

patrolling the Israeli side of 

the border fence. 
 

Then what?  

× Hezbollah demanded the 

release of prisoners in return 

for two captured Israeli 

soldiers.  Israel refuses. 

× 34-day military conflict  

× UN-brokered ceasefire 
ü Hostages to be returned (their 

bodies returned) 

ü Hezbollah disarmed (Lebanon 

later says it will not disarm 

them) 

ü Hezbollah claims ñDevine 
victoryò 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran%E2%80%93Israel_proxy_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_conflict


Gaza War, 2008-2009 

 

 

Hamas stated its rocket fire, which resumed in 

November 2008, was in response to an Israeli raid of a 

tunnel leading from Gaza, which it characterized as a 

ceasefire violation.  Israel said the raid was a preemptive 

strike against a tunnel they believed would be used to 

abduct Israeli soldiers guarding the border 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Palestinians in the rubble of their home following Israeli retaliation, 2009 

Situation preceding violence 

× (1) Missiles were being 

fired indiscriminately into 

Israel from Gaza for years, 

and  

(2) weapons were being 

smuggled into Gaza 

è 2,700 missiles were 

fired from Gaza into 

Israel 2005-2007 

In response, Israel fired 

14,000 artillery shells 

at Hamas-targets 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamas


Israel-Gaza Conflict, 2014 

 

 

The Israeli response is aimed at stopping rocket attacks 

and Hamasôs capabilities 

× Hamas becomes increasingly isolated as it 

(1) loses support from former staunch ally Syria, and 

(2) seeôs Egypt crack down on smuggling tunnels 

è Attacking Israel may be a way for Hamas to try 

to boost its popularity and obtain concessions 

in any eventual long-term ceasefire. 
è What concessions?  They want a lifting of the 

joint Egypt-Israel naval blockade of Gaza 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Amnesty International: 

Hamas executed dozens 

of Palestinians under 

cover of the Gaza 

conflict 

Situation preceding violence 

× Three Israeli teenagers were 

kidnapped and murdered in 

the West Bank by Hamas-

affiliated militants 

In response, Israel arrests 

350 Palestinians, including 

nearly all active Hamas 

militants in the West Bank. 

Then, Hamas starts to fire 

missiles into Israel from 

Gaza.  

 



October 2023  

Hamas surprise attack  

on Israel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Center for Strategic and International Studies 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/hamass-

october-7-attack-visualizing-data 

4 hr,30 min drive ï Haifa to Eilat 

1 hr drive ï Gaza to Tel Aviv 

1 hr drive ï Tel Aviv to Jerusalem  



2023 Hamas Surprise Attack on Israel                                                    

October 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened? 

An unprovoked, coordinated terrorist group 

attack on Israel by air, land and sea. 

o Missile strikes 
è Over 4,000 in first 24 hours in 2023.  

In 2021, they fired near 4,000 over ten days! 

o Israeli civilians murdered (over 1,200 in 

first 24 hours) 
è Hundreds of sexual assaults documented, 

with many witnesses. 

è Sexual torture/manipulation: Victims of 

both genders found with nails, grenades, 

knives, iron bars and gunshot wounds in 

their genitals.                 Some beheaded 

è Bodies left partially naked 

o Massacre at Nova Music Festival 

è 260+ bodies found there alone 

o Israeliôs kidnapped/hostages (240+) 

 

Gaza is an isolated coastal enclave of 

2 million people crammed into 140 

square miles, one of the most densely 

populated places in the world 



2023 Hamas surprise Attack on Israel (map of day 2 conflict) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights Watch Report 236-page report 

(July 2024) stresses ñHamas committed 

numerous violations of war that amount to war 

crimesò 

¶ Assault was intentionally against civilians 

¶ Killing civilians and taking hostages was the 

central aim of the planned attack (not an 

afterthought, a plan gone awry, or isolated 

acts) 

¶ Targeted 19 kibbutzim (agricultural 

communities) and five moshavim 

(cooperative communities), two cities, two 

music festivals, and a beach party 

¶ Willful  killing of people in custody 

¶ Willful  cruel and other inhumane treatment 

¶ Palestinian fighters committed summary 

killings and hostage-taking, along with 

murder and wrongful imprisonment 

¶ There were crimes involving sexual and 

gender-based violence, mutilation and 

despoiling bodies, use of human shields, and 

pillage and looting 

¶ There was sexual violence, including rape and 

gang rape 
 

 



7 October 2023 Hamas Surprise Attack on Israel    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why might Hamas have attacked? 

 

Likely reasons 

o Anti-Semitism / anti-Zionism 

o Enabling (encouragement?) by Iran 

o Want to elicit international condemnation and 

isolation due to inevitable Israeli response 

o Want to free Palestinian prisoners  

o Assumption that fractured Israeli politics 

would make response difficult (Supreme Court 

judges protest, Netanyahu government) 

o Effort to detail Israel-Saudi peace negotiations 

(Iran and Hamas will lose standing) 

 

Less likely reasons (but are cited) 

o Accumulation of historic grievances, 

including the claim of an apartheid (race 

segregated) state 

o Upset about Israeli treatment of women (ie, as 

equals). 

o Fear that the al Aqsa Mosque (currently 

Muslim men controlled) will lose that status 
 



Hamas Aggression   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                  Missiles launched from Gaza 

                     Photo from 8 October 2023 

 

Shani Louk 

Initial US response 

ü US Airforce carrier sent to the region (70 fighter aircraft) 

è Why?  Sending a message to Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas 

ü Condemnation of Hamas atrocities. 

ü Unconditional support of Israel from Biden, largely bipartisan 

political support 


