
Shoah / Holocaust     
       

 

In these slides 

ü Introductory lecture notes on Holocaust studies 

ü History of antisemitism and commonly asked question 

ü Systemic antisemitic laws in Germany 1933-1939 

ü Kristallnacht 

ü Before the Camp System is Established (ñHolocaust-by-bulletsò) 

ü Ghettos 

ü Concentration and Extermination Camps 

ü Common Realities from the Camp Experiences 

ü Jewish Resistance and Individual Stories 

ü Liberation and Discovery of War Crimes 

ü Historical facts illuminated only since the mid-1990s 

ü The Pursuit of Justice 

ü Memorials 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

93% of Europeôs Jews and 58% of the 

global Jewish population were murdered.  
(Jews were only 1.7% of Europeôs total population) 

8.86 million* European Jews were 

murdered in a systemic, government-

sponsored act of genocide. 
(*number from Timothy Snyder in Bloodlands) 

 



Shoah / Holocaust 

 

 
For the first 25 years, the Holocaust was rarely spoken of.  The major response to it was silence 

 

Shortly after the Holocaust, there was some discussion of the events within the camps. 

The discussion was largely limited to within the United Nations (in discussions about creation Israel) and 

among a very few Jewish survivors, most notably Elie Wiesel and Lucille Eichengreen, and politicians like 

Abba Eban.   However, for the most part, Jewish survivors (ptsd), the Allied liberators (shock), other Allied 

victors (disbelief), Nazi foot soldiers (guilt) and Germans who only after the war learned of the Holocaust 

(shame) all remained silent. 

 

The prevalence of silence, coupled with a global antisemitic climate and 

the defense of Nazi sympathizers, fostered a denial of the Holocaust. 

The number of people who subscribe to Holocaust denial do so because 

they argue the Holocaust was a Zionist propaganda ploy to, among other 

things, bring about Israelôs existence. 

 

By 1949, there was virtually no discussion of the Holocaust for nearly 25 

years.  Now, in a span of a few years in the 1990s, public discussion and 

condemnation of the events have rapidly progressed. 

 

For example: In 1973, only two university courses were offered in  

                                     Holocaust studies 

       By 1979, there were 206 

       By 1997, there were eight times that many 

Today there are full degrees in Holocaust Studies and 

Comparative Genocide Studies.          Memorial in Florida  



Brief overview   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

Jews living 

in towns, 

villages and 

countryside  

Jews 

were 

forced 

to 

relocate 

into 

Ghettos 

Murdered by Einsatzgruppen 

Forced Labor Work camps 

Concentration Camps 
(usually run by the SS) 

Extermination 

Camps 

Liquidation of the Ghettos 

Transit Camps 
(Could be run by the SS or 

by collaborators.    

Methods of transit was most 

commonly cattle cars/trains) 

Those who 

got away Escape out of Nazi-occupied lands 

In hiding or protected by non-Jews 

Resistance 

Medical experimentation 

Murdered by Collaborators and Nazi-sympathizers 



What makes the Holocaust stand out beyond other horrific events in human history? 

Why do we use the term Holocaust to exclusively refer to the Nazi attempted genocide 

of the Jewish peoples?   There are, after all, many other horrible events in human history 

è Why doesnôt the Holocaust refer toé? 

o The episode of slavery in American history 

o Stalinôs terror and military purges in the Soviet Union 

o The horrors of British occupation in Ireland from the 900s to 1800s 

o The other seven genocides of the 20th century    

Ĕ The term ñShoahò is increasingly in usage.  Explain why 

 

ü Ideologically Judaism has influenced most all contemporary religious thought/beliefs 

è Judaism was the first monolithic (one-God) religion 

è Both Christianity and Islam have roots in Judaism.  ñChristian societyò stems 

from Jewish thought 

 

ü Judaism is at the foundation of American society 

è The monolithic belief has been rooted in American society since its beginning 

o Pledge of allegiance, Christmas, Swearing on the Bible in court 

o The American legal system is an extension of the 1500s British model, which 

in turn dates back to the religious quest of the Crusades 

 

So why then is the Holocaust always regarding the Jews? 

ü Because Judaism ï regardless of oneôs personal religion ï is at the foundation of our 

western society and of our belief system. 



What else makes the Holocaust unique?   (page 1) 

 

 

Other reasons which set the Jewish Holocaust apart 

from other horrific events in world history: 

ü The ñFinal Solutionò was designed to dehumanize the Jews prior to their murders. 

 

ü The ñFinal Solutionò was intended not just to exterminate every single Jewish man, 

woman and child, but also to eradicate every aspect of Jewish culture and heritage. 

 

ü Jewish birth (actually, the mere evidence of Jewish blood) was sufficient to warrant 

the punishment of death 

è This distinguished Jews from Poles or Russians.  With the possible exception of 

Gypsyôs, Jews were the only people killed for the ñcrimeò of existing.   

Their ñcrimeò was being born. 

è The Naziôs strove to portray Judaism as a 
race, a racist legacy which continues today! 

 

ü People who carried out the ñFinal Solutionò were primarily average citizens 

 

 

 

 



What else makes the Holocaust unique?   (page 2) 

 

 

ü The extermination of the Jews had no political or economic justification. 

è It was not a means to an end; it was an end in itself 

è The killing of Jews was not considered just a 

part of the war effort, but equal to it; thus, 

resources that could have been used in the 

war were instead diverted to the program of 

extermination. 
 

 

 

 

Other commonly asked questions  

ü Why do we teach this in curriculum in United States 

history? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this covered in a US 

History curriculum? 

 

o US liberated camps in western 

Europe.  For many soldiers, this 

moment gave the ñwhyò to our 

fighting.   

o US immigration policies rejected 

refugees pre- and mid-war 

o US had to decide between 

certain military-or-humanitarian 

target decisions during the war.  

o History: (1) US policies in the 

1900s and 1920s influenced the 

Nazi philosophy (social 

Darwinism, eugenics, Buck v Bell), 
and (2) US response to the 

Depression contributed to the 

Nazi rise to power (ceasing loans). 
 



Question: Why the Jews? 

 

 

History of anti-Semitism 

o Why the Jews: History of Antisemitism video  
https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/what-is-antisemitism/why-the-

jews-history-of-antisemitism  (14 minutes) 

o Emergence of Christianity 

o Middle Ages: scapegoating for plague, etc.    

o Pogroms, stereotypes 

o Eliminationist anti-Semitism (unique to Germany) 

o Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 1903 

o ñHatred of Jews is fueled by myths, lies and conspiracy theories.ò 

 

Other commonly asked questions 

ü Why did Hitler target the Jews, and what about Germany 1920s-1930s 

culture made that population susceptible to his message? 
è Eliminationist antisemitism , craving power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why / how were the people of 

Germany primed to embrace Hitlerôs 

antisemitic message? 
 

How did Jews view pogrom violence? 

è (ie, how could they do business 

with and live side-by-side the 

perpetrators of the crimes?) 

https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/what-is-antisemitism/why-the-jews-history-of-antisemitism
https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/what-is-antisemitism/why-the-jews-history-of-antisemitism


 

 

Commonly asked question:  Why didnôt the Jews leave? 

o The Jews were reluctant to believe things could 

become worse in spite of the evidence (Hitlerôs 

speeches, Nuremberg Laws, events) which 

foreshadowed the atrocities and the systematic 

murder which was coming. 

è Jews were treated ok by World War I Germans, 

and the soldiers of then would now (in WWII) 

be the leaders and the foot soldiers would be 

their sons, so Jews did not anticipate how 

soldiering would be different in just one 

generation. 

o Pre-1939, only Jews with means could leave Germany, but even then only few 

countries would welcome them. 

o As the Nazi territorial reach expanded, it became more dangerous to make any 

journey. 

o 1939-1940 in the Soviet Union wartime news censoring prevented Jewish refugees 

from knowing what was really happening in Poland 
 

 

 

 

A natural inquiry, but the premise is 

wrong: it presumes that becoming a victim 

was the fault of those who stayed, not of 

the Naziôs who committed the atrocities! 

Explain why there was reluctance 

to believe in the coming atrocities, 

and assess the challenges Jews 

had in responding 



In Germany after Hitler is elected . . . 
 

Nuremberg Laws   (1933) 
o Deprived Jews of German nationality / citizenship 

o Forbade intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews 

o Jews are removed from schools, banned from professions, excluded from military service, and were 

even forbidden to sit on a pack bench with a non-Jew 

 

Other laws and decrees were also directed against minority groups 
o Laws allow forced abortion on women to prevent them from passing on hereditary traits.  Also forced 

sterilization 1935) 

o Burning of books in Berlin (1933) 

o Jews are prohibited from owning land, being newspaper editors, teachers or Germans, accountants, 

dentists, doctors or holding government jobs.  

o Jews are not allowed national health insurance (1934) 

o Jews are prohibited from being attorneys (1934) 

o Series of degrees targeting the gay/homosexual community (1936) 

o Naziôs prohibit Aryan ñfront ownershipò of Jewish businesses (1938) 

o Jews must register their wealth and property, including businesses (1938) 

o Jews over age 15 must register with the Nazi police (1938) 

o Identification of Jews ï ñJò on passport.  All men had to add as a middle name ñIsraelò and women 

ñSarahò to all legal documents 

o Jewish students expelled from all non-Jewish schools (1938) 

o All Jewish Businesses must be sold to Aryan owners (1938) 

o Jews were ordered to give the Naziôs all their gold and silver items (1939) 

o Jews lose all rights as tenants, and are forced to relocate into communal Jewish homes (1939) 

o Curfew for Jews ï Jews were forbidden to be outside after 8:00p/winter or 9:00p/summer 

o Jews were forbidden to have radios 

How does this list 

demonstrate the complexity 

and the systematic nature 

of the German efforts to 

discriminate against and 

persecute the Jews? 

Explain the extent to which 

antisemitism was part of 

the daily Jewish experience 

What barriers prevented 

Jews from moving away? 



Identity card for Marianne Wolff (age 11) displaying the imposed middle name ñSaraò 

and stamped with the letter J for ñJudeò (Jew) 
è She ï with her brother John ï were evacuated to England via Kindertransport in 1939, and eventually 

immigrated to the United States in 1945. (their parents escaped to the US prior, and they reunited).  

Marianne is alive today (February 2023) and is a retired physician in Maryland. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ñConfessions of Guiltò poem (1946) 

 

First, they came for the Communists  

and I did not speak out ï  

because I was not a Communist.  
 

Then they came for the Socialists  

and I did not speak out ï  

because I was not a Socialist.  
 

Then they came for the trade unionists  

and I did not speak out ï  

because I was not a trade unionist.  
 

Then they came for the Jews  

and I did not speak out ï  

because I was not a Jew.  
 

Then they came for me ï  

and there was no one left  

to speak out for me.  
 

             Martin Niemoeller, pastor 

 1892 Germany ï 1984 Germany 
Originally a WWI uboat sailor, nationalist, antisemite and Hitler supporter. 

Opposed Aryan propaganda, which led to his imprisonment 

Later expressed deep regret for his inaction, and became a pacifist and anti-war activist 



The evolving nature of Hitlerôs plans for the Jews 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

E v o l v i n g   N a z i  p l a n s  

 

1936, and again   ñLublinò or ñNiskoò Plan  Failed because the General Government (Warszawa)  

in 1939      Create a reservation of   was too close geographically to Germany, and it was  

    Jews in east Poland   too complicated a plan to maneuver. 
 

Failed by      Resettlement of Jews   Pre-WW: Soviets rejected sending Jews to USSR 

February1940     to eastern Soviet Union  During war: USSR did not collapse as quickly as  

Naziôs expected 
 

Proposed 1938,   Resettlement of Jews   Pre-war: Madagascar was a French colony 

abandoned 1940  to Madagascar    During war: British navy blockage of Germany was  

too strong to allow for shipping. 
 

Wannsee       Shoah      A system of camps that we know as the Holocaust 

Conference         (January 1942 to April 1945)  Mass murder of 8.86 million Jews 
 

 

Consider:  

What does this progression of plans suggest 

about the goals and objectives of the 

Holocaust?   

What prevented the Nazis from achieving the 

earlier plans, and what enabled them to 

pursue their fourth plan? 



Events in a Wider Context, 1933 - 1938  
 

GERMANY PRE-WORLD WAR II         PRECURSERS TO SHOAH / HOLOCAUST 

1933 

 

 

 

1934 

 

 

 

1935 

 

 

 

1936 

 

 

 

1937 

 

 

 

1938 

 

 

 
Early   

1939 

1933 January 30 ï Hitler becomes chancellor 

September 1933 ï Construction on 

         Autobahn begins 

July 20 ï Reich Concordat signed 

 

1934 June 30 ï ñNight of Long Knivesò (Hitler  

purges high ranking military officers) 

 

1935 March 16 ï Hitler reinstates military draft 

May 31 ï German army becomes all Aryan 

 

1936 March 7 ï Germans enter Rhineland 

August 1 ï Olympics in Berlin 

September 9 ï start of German 4-year  

                economic plan to prepare for war. 

October 25 ï Rome-Berlin Axis alliance 

November 25 ï Germany and Japan sign  

                          anti-Comintern Pact 

 

1938  

March 13 ï Germany invades Austria 

September 29 ï Germanôs take Czechoslovakia  

October 6 ï Germany annexes Sudetenland 

 

1939 

March 15 ï Germany occupies Bohemia/Monrovia 

April 27 ï Germany cancels non-aggression pact  

       with Poland and 1935 naval agreement  

       with Britain. 

August 23 ï Non-Aggression Pact between  

                    Germany and the Soviet Union 

 

 

1933 Laws ban Jews from the fields of law, medicine and  

journalism.  Revokes citizenship of Jews.  Limits of  

Jewish students in schools 

1935 May 21 ï Jews expelled from Wehrmacht 

1935 September 15 ï Nuremberg Race Laws enacted  

è Prohibits marriage with non-Jews, 

emphasized ñJewish bloodò 

1936 October 15 ï Jews banned from being teachers 

1937 September 13 ï Jews can be released from detention  

        by emigrating 

 

1938 

March 23 ï recognition of Jewish organizations revoked 

April 26 ï Jews have to report all property and wealth 

June 15 ï ñOperation Juneò where there is a mass arrest  

of Jews and banishment to concentration camps. 

July 6 ï anti-Jewish economic degrees 

August 17 ï compulsory middle names for Jews (Israel  

  for men, Sarah for women).  Prohibition on  

  newborn Jewish children being given      

  traditional German names. 

September 27 ï Jewish attorneys disbarred 

October 5 ï Passports marked with ñJò.   

October 28 ï 17,000 Polish born Jews expelled from  

   Germany to Poland 

November 9 (to Nov.10) ï Kristallnacht  

November 11 ï Italy adopts antisemitic laws 

November 15 ï Jewish children banned from German schools 

November 29 ï Jews forbidden form having carrier pigeons 

 

 



Events in a Wider Context, 1939 - 1945 
 

WORLD WAR II                    SHOAH / HOLOCAUST 

1939 

 

 

 

1940 

 

 

 

1941 

 

 

 

1942 

 

 

 

1943 

 

 

 

1944 

 

 

 

1945 

 

1 9 3 9 

September 1 ï Germany invades Poland.   War!   

 

1 9 4 0 

May 26 (to June 4) ï Dunkirk 

June 22 ï France surrenders to Germany 

September 7 ï Blitz against England starts 

 

1 9 4 1 

March 11 ï FDR signs Lend-Lease Act 

June 22 ï Operation Barbarossa 

December 7 ï Pearl Harbor attacked. 

December 11 ï Germany declares was on US 

 

1 9 4 2 

August 21 (to Feb.2) ï Battle of Stalingrad begins  

 

1 9 4 3 

January 27 ï first bombing raid by Americans on 

                     Germany 

July 9 ï Allies land in North Africa 

 

1 9 4 4 

June 6 ï D-Day  

October 1944 ï Allies push into German land 

December 16 (to Jan.25) ï Battle of the Bulge 

 

1 9 4 5 

April 12 ï FDR dies 

April 30 ï Hitler dies 

May 7 ï Germany surrenders 

1 9 3 9  

September ï Einsatzgruppen units begin to operate 

 

1 9 4 0 

October 10 ï Vichy France approves first (in a series) of  

 statues removing Jews from public life (by 2    

 June 1941, these involved, census and  

 deportation) 

November 1 ï Warszawaôs Jews confined to ghetto 

September 1 ïJews ordered to wear the yellow star 

 

1 9 4 1 

September 29-30 ï Babi Yar Massacre. 34,000 murdered 

 

1 9 4 2 

January 20 ï Wannsee Conference maps out ñfinal  

    solution to the Jewish questionò 

June ï Mass killings of Jews by gas begins at Auschwitz 

 

1 9 4 3 

April 19 ï German SS attacks Warszawa ghetto 

 

1 9 4 5 

January 27 ï Auschwitz liberated In what ways might the 

pursuit of Holocaust 

policies take resources 

away from the broader 

German war effort? 



Kristallnacht   (ñNight of Broken Glassò) 

 

 

9th ï 10th November 1938 

A state-sponsored pogrom 

It occurs in response to the murder of diplomat Ernst von Rath  

by Herschel Grynszpan 
è A 17 year old Polish Jew  

living in Paris.  Parents were 

expelled so he sought vengeance 

 

Throughout Germany and Austria, riotersé 

è Destroyed 267 synagogues  

è 7,000+ Jewish businesses were damaged or destroyed 

è 30,000+ Jewish men were arrested / incarcerated in 

concentration camps 

è Many hundreds of Jews killed (precise numbers unknown).   

Plus 638 deaths by suicide in the post-arrest conditions 

which followed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristallnacht is considered to  

be the start of the Holocaust 

The fate of Grynszpan is unknown.   

It is generally believed he did not survive 

World War II (1942 is when documents stop 

referencing him), although a 1946 photo 

raises doubt.  He was declared dead in 1960. 



Photos of Kristallnacht 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



More Photos of Kristallnacht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ghosts of Kristallnacht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Jew walking in winter in the remains of the Lodz Synagogue, 1940 



Before the Camp 

System is Established 
           (Holocaust-by-bullets) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mass Deportation of Jews to Poland 

 

 

éfrom all Nazi controlled and allied lands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jewish Stars and Armbands 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nazi officials 

implemented these 

identifying symbols as 

a key element in their 

plan to segregate, 

stigmatize, humiliate, 

persecute and 

eventually destroy the 

Jewish population of 

Europe.   

Such distinguishing 

marks were the first 

step prior to forcing 

Jews out of rural areas 

and into the urban 

ghettos. 



Jewish Star artifacts                                                                                             (Cornet acquired these in Poland in 1997)  

 

 
 

 
Likely originated in Slovakia 

Originated in Poland 
 

 



Common Sights 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Soldier cutting the beard of a Jew during a raid.   

Warszawa, Poland, October 1939 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukrainian policemen forcing Jews to destroy  

Gravestones in Lvov, Poland      

A woman with yellow star and  

a teenage girl carrying pots.  

Theresienstadt ghetto in  

Czechoslovakia 



Common Sights 

 
 

The arrival of a transport of 

Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz  
Photo taken by SS photographers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Common Sights 
An Einsatzgruppen soldier leading blindfolded Jews, to 

an open grave, 16 December 1939, Soviet Union  

Jew digging his own grave prior to   

execution in the Soviet Union 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Skede Beach Massacre (Latvia), December 1941 

 

 

Of Liepajaôs 7,140 Jewish residents, fewer than 300 survived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Einsatzgruppen 

 

 

Nazi mobile killing units 

Murdered 1.5+ million  
Jews, Roma, Communists, disabled 

people, partisans, prisoners of war.  
 

 

 

 

September 1941: They committed the Babi 

Yar ravine massacre (in Kiev, Ukraine), 

murdering 34,000+ in two days 
 

 

 

 

 
Soviet powôs 

forced to cover a 

mass grave after 

the Babi Yar massacre, 1 

October 1941 



What does this photo show? 

o Mass graves 

o Open execution pits 

o Executions of Jewish civilians as 

spectator events 
 

 

 

 
What we know 

Photo: ñThe Last Jew in Vinnitsaò 

The name of the Jew is unknown.  He is murdered 

by a member of the Einsatzgruppen. 

The photo was taken in the summer sometime 

between mid-1941 and 1943. 

The photo was acquired by a survivor in 1945, 

shortly after he was liberated from Allach 

Concentration Camp.  

(Different stories as to its origin: 1. Found in 

Nazi photo album, 2. Found in pocket of dead 

Nazi; title was written on back.) 

The photo was first published in 1961 during the 

trial of Adolf Eichmann. 

What makes it unique: it was taken during the 

Holocaust rather than after its end, and presumably 

by someone complicit in the killing; it depicts 

Einsatzgruppen rather than concentration or 

extermination camps; the focus is on a solitary 

victim rather than a multitude 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Einsatzgruppen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_concentration_camps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extermination_camp


Public Hangings 

 

 

Masha Bruskina 
Born 1924 Minsk, Belarus 

Murdered at age 17  

on 26 October 1941 

 

She was a volunteer 

Jewish nurse.  She cared 

for wounded Red Army 

soldiers, and assisted them 

in escaping from Nazi-

occupied lands. 

For this, she and 11 others 

Communists from the 

anti-fascist underground 

were imprisoned, tortured 

and ï when she refused to 

reveal any secrets ï 

publicly executed by the 

Wehrmacht. 

 

Bodies were left up for 

three days as a deterrent. 

 

 



Ostarbeiter (OST ñWorkers from the Eastò) artifacts                                                                                             

(Cornet acquired the yellow in Poland in 1997, the blue in 2024 from a survivorôs family  in Riga) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 1945, photo taken at liberation of a camp near Lodz 

 

After Operation Barbarossa, the Germans had need for forced labor 

to support the war.  Millions ï mostly teens, were deported from 

Eastern conquered lands and sent to work in everything from 

German factories to in officersô homes 

After the war, over 6 million were repatriated, where they were 

accused of being traitors. 



Ghettos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remains of the Warszawa Ghetto (1997)  . 



Warszawa Ghetto 
Warszawa ghetto 

 

Ghettos were set up to 

segregate Jews from 

non-Jews and other 

Jewish communities, 

and confine them into 

small sections of 

towns and cities in 

overcrowded, 

miserable conditions.   



Warszawa Ghetto 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

After the Warszawa Ghetto uprising, the 

ghetto was completely destroyed.  Of the 

Jews captured, 57,000 were shot and the 

rest sent to killing centers.   

In the few years the ghetto operated, over 

300,000 Polish Jews died there. 

 

Aerial photo from 1945, colorized 



Ghettos 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Riga (Latvia) ghetto. 

A barbed wire fence, 

along Panrow Street, 

separates the two parts 

of the ghetto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

People and rickshaws in a street in 

the Warszawa ghetto, May 1941. 

The Warszawa ghetto was the 

largest in Europe, housing 380,000 

people ï on average 8 people per 

room. 



Concentration and 

Extermination Camps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  At least 2 of these teenagers are known to have been sent to Auschwitz on 25 March 1942.   

  (left-to-right):    ??,   Anna Herskovic,   ??,   Lea Friedman,   Debora Gross  
                   Died 1942                     Died 1942 



Auschwitz Extermination Camp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Over 15,000 were killed per 

day in some months.  85% 

of those sent to Auschwitz 

were murdered within a 

week of their arrival.  1.3+ 

million total. 

o 800 children were gassed at 

Auschwitz on a single day.   

o Only 928 escaped, helped by 

locals 
  



Auschwitz Extermination Camp 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The arrival and processing 

of an entire transport of 

Jews from Carpatho-

Ruthenia, a region annexed 

in 1939 to Hungary from 

Czechoslovakia, at 

Auschwitz-Birkenau 

extermination camp in 

Poland, in May of 1944 

 


