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U Kristallnacht
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8.86 million* European Jews were
murdered in a systemic, government

sponsored act of genocide.
(*number fromTimothy Snyder iBloodlands)

9O3% of Europeodos Je

global Jewish population were murdered.
(Jews were only 1. 7% of




Shoah / Holocaust

For the first 25 years, the Holocaust was rarely spoken of. The major response tsilgneas

Shortly after the Holocaust, there was some discussion of the events within the camps.

The discussion was largely limited to within the United Nations (in discussions about creation Israel
among a very few Jewish survivors, most notdtlie Wiesel and Lucille Eichengreen, and politicians lil
Abba Eban. However for the most part, Jewish survivoistsd) theAllied liberators(shoch, other Allied
victors disbelief) Nazi foot soldiergguilt) and Germansvho only after the waearned of the Holocaust
(shame)ll remained silent

The prevalence of silence, coupled with a glardisemitic climate and
the defenseof Nazisympathizersfostered a denialf the Holocaust.
The number of people who subscribe to Holocaust denial do so bec
they argue thélolocaustwas aZionist propaganda ploy to, among othe
things, bringaboutl s r @ asterics

By 1949, there was virtually no discussion of the Holocaust for nearl
years. Now, in a span of a few years in the 1990islic discussion and% “
condemnation of the events have rapidly progressed.

For example:n 1973, only two university courses were offered in
Holocaust studies
By 1979, there were 206
By 1997, there were eight times that many S 5
Today there are full degrees in Holocaust Studies and e A R S o
Comparative Genocide Studies. Memorial in Florida



Brief overview
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There are, after all, many other horrible events in human hi

o The episode of slavery in American history
oStalinds terror and military pur
o The horrors of Britisltoccupation in Ireland from the 900s to 1800s
o The other seven genocides of thé2éntury
The term AShoaho | cSanwhy

U IdeologicallyJudaism has influenced most all contemporary religious thtaediatfs
e Judaism was the first monolithjone God)religion
e Both Christianty and Islam have rootsin Judaism A Chr i st i a
from Jewish thought

U Judaism is at the foundation of American society
e Themonolithicbelief has been rooted American society since its beginning
o0 Pledge of allegiang&hristmasSwearing on the Bible in court
o The American legal system is an extension of the 1500s British model,
In turn dates back to the religious quest of the Crusades

So why then is the Holocaust always regarding the Jews?
U Becauseludaisni regardles® f  opersodaseligionT is at the foundation of ou
western society and of our belief system.



(page 1)

Other reasons which set the Jewidlocaust apart
from other horrific events in world history:
U4The fnAFinal Solutiono was designed t

UThe nFiI nal S o | udtjusttanestermirzate evern dingla Jeévesth mar
woman and childhut alsoto eradicate every aspect of Jewish culture and heritag

U Jewish birth (actuallythe mere evidence of Jewish blood) was sufficient to warr
the punishment of death
e This distinguished Jews from Poles or Russians. With the possible excepti
Gypsgg0s, Jews were the only peopl e k
Their Acri meo was being born.
eThe Nazi 6s strove to portra
race, a racist legacy which continues today!

uUPeople who carried out the nFiI nal S



(page 2)

U The extermination of the Jews had no political or economic justification.

e It was not a means to an end: it was an entbatff

e The killing of Jews was not considered just a

part of the war effort, but equal to it; thus,
resources that could have been used in th
war were instead diverted to the program

extermination.
(0]

0)
Other commonly asked guestions

o)
—

US liberated camps in western
Europe. For many soldiers, thi
moment gave th
fighting.

US immigration policies rejecte
refugees preand midwar

US had to decide between
certain militaryor-humanitarian
targetdecisions during the war
History: (1) USpolicies in the
1900s and 920s influenced the
Nazi philosophysocial
Darwinism eugenics, Buck v Bgll
and(2) USresponse to the
Depression contributed to the
Nazi rise topower(ceasing loans;



Question:

History of anttSemitism

o Why the Jews: History of Antisemitism video &
https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/whigtantisemitism/whythe-

jews history-of-antisemitism (14 mnutes)
0 Emergence of Christianity
o Middle Ages: scapegoating for plague, etc.
0 Pogroms stereotypes
0 Eliminationist antiSemitism (nique toGermany)
o Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 1903
oiHatred of Jews is f ueltleediesboay myt hs

Other commonly asked questions

e Eliminationistantisemitism , craving power


https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/what-is-antisemitism/why-the-jews-history-of-antisemitism
https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/what-is-antisemitism/why-the-jews-history-of-antisemitism

A naturalinquiry, but the premise is
— wrong: it presumes that becoming a vict

Commonly asked question: was the fault of those who stayed, not o
o The Jews were reluctant to believe things coulct "¢ Nazi 6s who com
become worse Iin spite of the evide

speeches, Nuremberg Laws, events) which
foreshadowed the atrocities and the systematic
murder which was coming.
e Jews were treated ok by World War | Germans.
and the soldiersf then would now (in WWII)
be the leaders and the foot soldiers would be
their sons, so Jews did not anticipate how
soldiering would be different in just one
generation.
o Pre1939, only Jews with means could leave Germany, but evemtiefew
countries would welcome them.
o0 As the Nazi territorial reacbxpandedit became more dangerous to make any
journey.
0 19391940 in the Soviet Union wartime news censoring prevented Jewish refl
from knowing what was really happening in Poland



In Germanyafter Hitler is elected . . .

Nuremberg Laws (1933)

0 Deprived Jews of German nationalltgitizenship

o Forbade intermarriage between Jews andJews

0o Jews are removed from schools, banned from professions, excluded from military service, and
even forbidden to sit on a pack bench with a-dew

Other laws and decrees were also directed againstrity group.o

o Laws allow forced abortion on women to prevent thesmfpassing on hereditary traits. Also force
sterilization 1935)

0 Burning of books in Berlin (1933)

o Jews are prohibiteddm owning land, being newspaper editors, teachers or Germans, accounta
dentists, doctors or holding government jobs.

o Jews are not allowed national health insurance (1934)

o0 Jews are prohibiteddm being attorneys (1934)

0 Series of degrees targeting the gay/homosexual community (1936)

oNaz i@rsohi bit Aryan nAfront owner /

o0 Jews must register their wealth and property, including businesses (

o Jews over age 15 must register with the Nazi police (1938)

0 IdentificationofJew$s i1 J O on passport. A men had to
N S ar aahlegal daruments

o Jewish students expelled from all rRdewishschools (1938)

o All Jewish Businesses must be sold to Aryan owners (1938)

oJews were ordered to give the ..._-. oo

o Jews lose all rights as tenants, and are forced to relocate into communal Jewish homes (1939)

o Curfewfor Jewsi Jews were forbidden to be outside after 8:00p/winter or 9:00p/summer

o Jews were forbidden to have radios



|dentity card for Marianne Wolff (age 11) displaying the imposed middle mame r
and stamped withtheet t er J for nJudeo (Jew)

e Shei with her brother Johi were evacuated to England via Kindertransport in 1939, and eve
immigrated to the United States in 1945. (their parents escaped to the US prior, and they reu
Marianne is alive today (February 2023) and is agétphysician in Maryland.
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NConfessions of Guit poem ( ¢

First, they came for the Communists
and | did not speak olit
because | was not a Communist.

Then they came for the Socialists
and | did not speak olit
because | was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionist
and | did not spea&utT
because | was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews
and | did not speak olit
because | was not a Jew.

Then they came for niie
and there was no orieft
to speak out for me.

Martin Niemoeller, pastor
1892Germanyt 1984Germany

Originally aWW!I uboat sailornpationalist, antisemite and Hitler supporter.
Opposed Aryan propaganda, which tedhis imprisonment
Later expressed deep regret for his inagtaomd becama pacifist and artivar activist



The evolving nature of Hitlerodos pl an

Evolving Naziplans

1936, and again N L bdildd because the Gendkal GokemmentR\Waaisne

in 1939 Create a reservation of was too close geographically to Germany, and it \
Jews in east Poland too complicated a plan to maneuver.

Failed by Resettlement of Jews PreWW: Soviets rejectedendinglews to USSR

Februaryl1940 to eastern Soviet Union During war: USSR did not collapse as quickly as

Nazi 6s expected
Proposed 1938, Resettlement of Jews Prewar. Madagascar was a Freradiony
abandoned 1940 to Madagascar During war: British navy blockage of Germany wa

too strong to allow for shipping.

Wannsee Shoah A system of camps that we know as the Holocaus
Conference (January 1942 to April 1945Mass murder of 8.86 million Jews




Events in a Wide€ontext 1933- 1938

GERMANY PREWORLD WAR I PRECURSERS TO SHOAH / HOLOCAUST
1933 January 30 Hitler becomes chancellor— 1933 1933 Laws ban Jews from the fields of law, medicine and
September 1938 Construction on journalism. Revokes citizenship of Jews. Limits of
Autobahn begins Jewish students in schools
July 207 Reich Concordat signed 1935 May 217 Jews expelled from Wehrmacht
o 1934 | 1935 September 15 Nuremberg Race Laws enacted
1934 June 30 ANi ght of Long & Prohibits marriage with nedews,

purges high ranking military officerg emphasized fAJewi

1936 October 15 Jews banned from being teachers

12850 WELE 6 (I RBITSElEs il Ty el 1937 September 18 Jews can be released from detention

May 317 German army becomes all Arya

1935 by emigrating
1936 March 7i Germans enter Rhineland
August 1i Olympics in Berlin 1938 » _ _
September 9 start of German-4ear March 23i recognition of Jewish organizations revoked
economic plan to prepare for wa April 26 1T Jews have to report all property and wealth
October 25 RomeBerlin Axis alliance =] 1936 | June15 i Oper ati on Juned wher g
November 25 Germany and Japan sign of Jews and banishment to concentration camy
ant-rComintern Pact July 61 antirJewish economic degrees
August 17i compulsory middle names for Jews (Israel
1938 _ _ for men, Sarah for women). Prohibition on
March 13i Germany invades Austria 1937 newborn Jewish children being given
September29Ger manos t akey( traditional German names.
QciobeRbECelmanyannexestiaeteniand \ September 27 Jewish attorneys disbarred

October5 Passports mar ked witNh
October 28 17,000 Polish born Jews expelled from
Germany to Poland

1939
March 15/ Germany occupies Bohemidonrovia 1938
April 2717 Germany cancels nesggression pac

with Poland and 1935 naval agreem November 9 (to Nov.10) Kristallnacht
with Britain. November 11 Italy adopts antisemitic laws
August 23i Non+Aggression Pact between November 15 Jewish children banned from German scho
Germany and the Soviet Union Early November 29 Jews forbidden form having carrier pigeons

1939




Events in a Wider Context939- 1945

WORLD WAR I

1939
September 1 Germany invades PolandwWar!

1940

May 26(to June 41 Dunkirk

June 22 France surrenders to Germany
September 7 Blitz against England starts

1941

March 11i FDR signs Lend_ease Act

June 22 Operation Barbarossa

December 7 Pearl Harbor attacked.
December 11 Germany declares was on US

1942
August 21(to Feb.2)i Battle of Stalingrad beging

1943

January 27 first bombing raid by Americansn
Germany

July 971 Allies landin North Africa

1944

June 6 D-Day

October 1944 Allies push into German land
December 16 (to Jan.2bBattle of the Bulge

1945

April 127 FDR dies

April 307 Hitler dies

May 77 Germany surrenders

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

SHOAH / HOLOCAUST

1939
September Einsatzgruppen units begin to operate

1940

October 10 Vichy France approves first (in a series)
statues removing Jews from public life (by
June 1941, these involved, census and
deportation)

November i War szawads Jews <cCcoO

September 1Jews ordered to wear the yellow star

1941

September 23071 Babi Yar Massacre. 34,000 murdere
1942

January20 Wannsee Conference

solution to the Jey
Junel Mass killings of Jews by gas begins at Auschwi

1943
April 197 German SS attacks Warszawa ghetto

1945
January 27 Auschwitz liberate




Kri stall nacBirtoken nGiashsto )o f

oth1 10" November 1938
A statesponsored pogrom —
It occursin response to the murder of diplomat Ernst von R

by Herschel Grynszpag
e A 17 year ofl Polishlew
living in Paris. Parents were
expelledso he sought vengeance

Throughout Ger many agd Au sfisa
Destroyed 267 synagogues —
7,000+ Jewish businesses were damaged or destroysg
30,000~ Jewish men were arrestéohcarcerated In "
concentration camps

e Many hundreds of Jews killed (precise numbers unkno
Plus 638 deaths by suicide in the pagtst conditions
which followed.

e
e
e

The fate of Grynszpan is unknown.
It is generally believed he did not survive

Kristallnachtis considered to World War Il (1942 is when documents stg

referencing him), although a 1946 photo
bethe start of the Holocaust raises doubt. He was declared dead in 19




Photos of Kristallnacht

DAYTON'S

WIREPHOTO

NEWSPAPER

VOL. LXII. NO. 81, THE WEATHER — L5200y e DAYTON, OHIO, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1938 32 PAGES PRICE THREE CENTS

Anti-Jewish Rioting Sweeps Germany

Atalurk, Creator Of Modern Both Parties  Cuban Dictator Is On Way To Washington Qy/ 1+ nQ
Turkey, Dies At Age Of 58 [k Toward T N RRT Y b" “(lgogll(‘h l“

: 2 1940 Election B A Berlin, Vienna
el Suffer Damage
g “.S«h(ml Board :
vt Set To Aet On
: e  - Early Opening




More Photos of Kristallnacht







Before the Camp
System Is Established

(Holocaustby-bullets)
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Mass Deportation of Jews Roland
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Jewish Stars and Armbands

Nazi officials
Implemented these
Identifying symbols as
a key element in their
plan tosegregate
stigmatize, humiliate,
persecuteand

4 eventuallydestroythe

Jewishpopulation of

¥ Europe.
| Such distinguishing

| marks were the first

| step prior to forcing
Jews out of rural area
| and Into the urban
ghettos.



Jewish Star artifacts (Cornet acquired these in Poland in 199

Likely originated in Slovala ’,..._,.;'; "'"'.;,‘-- y \'
Originated in Polan (——————————— y . __19 :

:',.\- . N \
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CommonSights

Soldier cutting the beard of a Jew during a raid.
Warszawa, Poland, October 1939

Ukrainian policemen forcing Jews to destroy
Gravestones in Lvov, Poland
A woman with yellow staand
a teenage girl carrying pot
Theresienstadt ghetto i
Czechoslovaki



Common Sights

The arrival of a transport of
Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz
Photo taken by SS photographet




Common Sights

An Einsatzgruppen soldideading blindfolded Jews, to
an open gravel6 December 193%oviet Union
Jew digging his own grave prior to
execution in the Soviet Union

' -
o ALVTEY _'m"



Skede Beach Massacre (Latvia), December 1941

Of Li epaj aoresid@ntsfelvér thdne800DIisevived.




Einsatzgruppen

Nazi mobile killing units

Murdered 1.5+ million

Jews, Roma, Communists, disablec
people, partisans, prisoners of war.

September 1941: They committed i
Yar ravine massacre (in Kiev, Ukraine),
murdering 34,000+ in two days

Sovi et :
forced to covera | " |
mass grave after S P T S LR
the Babi Yar massacre, 1

October1941



o Mass graves

| 0 Openexecution pits

23 0 Executions of Jewish civilians a:
spectator events

What we know
fPhoto: AThe Last Jew
%The name of the Jew is unknown. He is murde
> ._-:.«,;-ﬁ by a member of the Einsatzgruppen
@ = § The photo was taken in the summer sometime
= between miell941 and 1943.

%= shortly after he was liberated from Allach

S Concentration Camp.

(Different stories as to its origin: 1. Found in
Nazi photo album, 2. Found in pocket of dea
Nazi; title was written on back.)

. The photo was first published in 1961 durthg
trial of Adolf Eichmann.

What makes it uniguet was taken during the
Holocaust rather than after its end, and presum
by someone complicit in the killing; it depicts
Einsatzgruppenather tharconcentratioror
extermination campghe focus is on a solitary
victim rather than a multitude



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Einsatzgruppen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_concentration_camps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extermination_camp

Public Hangings

Masha Bruskina
Born 1924 Minsk, Belarus
Murdered at age 17
on 26 October 1941

She was a volunteer
Jewish nurse She cared & & o '*? r
for wounded Red Army e g
soldiers, and assisted th, i Lt N ‘
in escaping from Nagzi : Py
occupied lands. g
For this, she and 11 othe ¢
Communists from the $
anti-fascist underground .
were imprisoned, torture_
andl when she refused t
reveal any secrefs
publicly executed by the
Wehrmacht

Bodies were left up for
three days as a deterrenis




Ostarbeiter (OF Workers fom the Eagi) artifacts

(Cornet acquired the yellow in Poland in 1997, the bluein2@a s ur vi v o Rig3 E

January 1945, photo takenligerationof a camp near Lod.

After Operation Barbarossa, the Germans had need for forced
to support the war. Millions mostly teens, were deported from
Eastern conquered lands and sent to work in everything from
German factories to in offic
After the war, over 6 million were repatriated, where they were
accused of being traitors.



Remains of the Warszawa Gheti®97) .

iy MR A ..n,m._z.‘x.?”%mw..\ .




Warszawdshetto

Warszawa ghetto

Ghettos were set up
segregate Jewsom
nonJews and other
Jewish communities,

®Sa towns and citiefn
overcrowded,
miserable conditions



Warszawdshetto

-~ After the Warszawa Ghetto uprising, th
| ghetto was completely destroyed. Of tl
- Jews capturedy7,000 were shicaand the

' rest sento killing centers.

In the few years the ghetto operated, o
300,000 Polish Jews died there

AL perial photo from 1945, colorized



Ghetts

A barbed wire fence,
along Panrow Street, °=
separates the two parts
of the ghetto. 7

" People and rickshaws in a street ir
" the Warszawa ghetto, May 1941
The Warszawa ghetto was the
largest inEurope, housing 380,000
peoplei on average 8 jmpleper
room.



oncentration and
Extermination Canps

THE
EXTRAORDINARY
Youne WOMEN OF
THE First OFFiciaL

Jewisn TranspPorT

TO AUSCHWITZ

At least 2 of these teenagers are known to have been sent to Auschwitz 0n 25 March 1O e ——
(left-to-right): ??, Anna Herskovic, ??, Lea Friedman, Debora Gross -- R
Died 1942 Died 1942




AuschwitzExtermination Camp

day in some months. 85%

of those sent to Auschwitz

were murdered within a

week of their arrival. 1.3+
i million total.

0 800 children were gassat
g Auschwitz on a single day
i 10 Only 928 escaped, helped

locals




Auschwitz Extermination Camp

The arrival and processing
of an entire transport of
Jews from Carpatho
Ruthenia, a region annexed
in 1939 to Hungary from
Czechoslovakia, at
AuschwitzBirkenau
extermination camp in
Poland, in May of 1944



